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Atheist kid camp must move
BY MICHAEL D. CLARK | MCLARK@ENQUIRER.COM

E-mail    |    Print    |    digg us!    |    del.icio.us!

ST. CLAIR TWP. - A summer camp for atheist and agnostic youth will no longer be held at a
Butler County campground run by a Christian group.

Camp Quest, whose motto is "It's Beyond Belief!," is one of six small camps nationwide that cater
to youths who question religion and the existence of God.

In recent years, Camp Quest held its annual summer camp at the 600-acre Camp Campbell Gard
in St. Clair Township, which is operated by the Christian-based Great Miami Valley YMCA.

Last summer, 31 youth attended the camp. This summer, however,
Camp Quest has been moved to a Clinton County park because
YMCA officials refused to renew Camp Quest's contract.

"I think they were uncomfortable being publicly linked with atheists,"
says Camp Quest Board President Amanda Metskas.

But Rick Taylor, Campbell Gard's executive director, says neither
publicity nor Camp Quest's secular philosophies played a part in
ending the contract.

"They were here for years and we loved working with the group. But
it came down to management issues," said Taylor, citing contract
provisions that call for all publicity to be first approved by YMCA
officials.

In the letter to Metskas canceling the contract, Taylor wrote that he
specifically asked her not to conduct any media interviews on camp
grounds nor allow photographers in the camp.

Last year, Metskas and a handful of campers met with a reporter
away from the camp grounds. Campers provided several photos shot
during their stay.

Taylor said the decision to not renew the contract had nothing to do
with religion.

"We certainly serve all groups, including those of all faiths and
denominations including Muslims, Jews and non-denominational
Christian groups," he said.

Metskas contends publicity about the camp, which has included
mentions on the Sundance Channel, the "Colbert Report," and ABC's
"Good Morning America,"prompted the YMCA's action.

Metskas wrote in an e-mail that many people misunderstand the
group's mission. "We teach kids it's ok not to believe in god (sic),"
she wrote. "(There's) such an unfortunate misunderstanding about
atheists. When I spoke with YMCA officials, I pointed out that we at
Camp Quest share their four core values of honesty, responsibility,
caring, and respect entirely."

Camp Quest's first location in 1996 was the Bullitsburg Baptist
Church Camp in Northern Kentucky's Boone County.

 Camp Quest's mission

"Camp Quest is a not-for-profit educational
organization created in 1996. Its purpose is to
provide children of freethinking parents a
residential summer camp dedicated to improving
the human condition through rational inquiry, critical
and creative thinking, scientific method, self-
respect, ethics, competency, democracy, free
speech, and the separation of religion and
government guaranteed by the Constitution of the
United States." 

(Source: Camp Quest Web site at www.camp-
quest.org.)
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Metskas said moving to Clinton County may help the group. The Clinton County camp is
associated with Ohio 4-H and the Ohio State University Extension Program.

Unlike Camp Campbell Gard, the new location will not require Camp Quest participants to share
the area with other groups and will "give us the freedom to be creative in designing new
activities."

Besides traditional canoeing, horseback riding, sports and crafts, Camp Quest activities also teach
children about rational thought, critical thinking and scientific inquiry.

E-mail    |    Print    |    digg us!    |    del.icio.us!

Cincinnati.Com  »  The Enquirer  »  Local news  »  Atheist kid camp must move

LOCAL NEWS
• Justin's death not in vain
• Shot cop out of hospital
• Lawsuit ends in boomerang
• Atheist kid camp must move
• Mariemont honors historian
• Clifton businesses: Protests hurt
• 2 motorcyclists hurt in crash
• Fire leaves 3 families homeless
• Printable NCAA Tournament bracket
• Sisters hit with father's death, fire
• Residents looking forward to quieter life
• The week in review
• Driver in fatal crash served time for earlier wreck
• West Chester Twp. considers future services
• Women's Health event to open
• Remodeling project can support Habitat
• Governor's honeymoon likely coming to an end
• Election complaints being investigated
• Code-breaking lab from WWII to go down
• Ski spill on TV tonight
• Blood center giving donors free green shirt
• Application accepted for new council member
• Commissioners set State of County talk
• Damaged tree limbs to be collected, chipped
• Donkey Basketball Game on Wednesday
• Get car seats checked
• Mariemont town meeting today at elementary school
• Session is Thursday on levy for ex-Rozzi site
• Teens learn to paint at two free workshops
• Voice of Freedom Park fishing starts Saturday
• Good Neighbor: Geneva Ingram Riley
• Community calendar

KENTUCKY
• Justin's death not in vain
• Kentucky History [Condensed]
• Atheist kid camp must move
• Sex suspect active online
• Latonia blaze probed
• Creation Museum growing
• Give props to theater teachers
• Arts Buzz: Ky. statehouse hosts local artists' work
• Arts Buzz: Carnegie exhibit widens your world view
• Local business agenda
• Austinburg Association meets on Monday
• Legislature under the gun
• Celebrate N.Ky.'s history
• Arrests made in Waffle House incident
• I-40 accidents kill two, disrupt travel
• GOP candidates work party's dinner
• Lunsford plays on local roots
• Firefighters work house blaze for two hours
• Language festival a test of knowledge
• Quilt Box ready for spring

GENERAL NEWS
• Justin's death not in vain
• Shot cop out of hospital

Cincinnati-The Weight is Over
Weight Loss program given by Professionals. Lose avg
2lbs per week! Classes: Sat-Mar 31st; Mon-Apr 2nd;
and Thur-Apr 5th. Blue Ash & Western Hills
wwwpersonalnewtrition.com

Ads by Google

Camp Fitch - On Lake Erie
93 Seasons of Summer Fun Sailing, Rock Climbing,
Horses, Etc
www.campfitch.com

Sports Camp
Great coaching & competition. Camp starts July 22.
Grades 4 - 13.

Your Next Youth Event
S.W. Michigan facility - ability to handle 20 to 200.
Surprising Price
www.bpcamp.com



03/13/2007 02:12 PMThe Enquirer - Atheist kid camp must move

Page 3 of 4http://news.enquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070311/NEWS01/703110357/-1/all

• Lawsuit ends in boomerang
• Atheist kid camp must move
• Mariemont honors historian
• Clifton businesses: Protests hurt
• 2 motorcyclists hurt in crash
• Fire leaves 3 families homeless
• Printable NCAA Tournament bracket
• Sisters hit with father's death, fire
• Residents looking forward to quieter life
• The week in review
• Driver in fatal crash served time for earlier wreck
• West Chester Twp. considers future services
• Women's Health event to open
• Remodeling project can support Habitat
• Governor's honeymoon likely coming to an end
• Election complaints being investigated
• Code-breaking lab from WWII to go down
• Ski spill on TV tonight

EDUCATION
• Ross catches the eye of Ohio Superintendent
• Language festival a test of knowledge
• Campbell Co. High plans open house
• Common Ground forms to improve schools
• Covington Latin entrance exam offered Saturday
• Elementary school to sponsor book fair
• NCAA pool raising money for scholarships
• Schools holding class on Internet security
• Greater Cincinnati school board meetings

LIVES REMEMBERED
• Jerome Thole, 76, was a VP at Kroger
• Northern Kentucky obituaries

LOCAL NEWS COLUMNISTS
• Vulnerable Fletcher hearing footsteps

GOOD THINGS HAPPENING
• Understanding the disabled

LOCAL BUSINESS
• Cinci-Dayton?
• Businesses see gold on I-75
• Square to get floral blanket
• Blending spiritual and practical
• OTR Foundation founder ready to move on

BUSINESS
• Cinci-Dayton?
• Businesses see gold on I-75
• Square to get floral blanket
• Blending spiritual and practical
• OTR Foundation founder ready to move on

Home      Local News      Sports      Business      Life      Opinion      Entertainment      Nation/World      Obituaries      Archives      Search      RSS

Site Map:   Cincinnati.Com  |  NKY.com  |  Enquirer  |  WCPO  |  Post  |  CiN Weekly  |  Community Press & Recorder  |  Cincinnati USA

Customer Service:   Search  |  Subscribe Now  |  Customer Service  |  Place An Ad  |  Contact Us

Classified Partners:   Jobs: CareerBuilder.com  |  Cars: cars.com  |  Homes: HOMEfinder  |  Apartments: apartments.com  |  Shopping: ShopLocal.com  |  Dating: eHarmony

Copyright © 1995-2007:   Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy, updated June 7, 2005.



03/13/2007 02:12 PMThe Enquirer - Atheist kid camp must move

Page 4 of 4http://news.enquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070311/NEWS01/703110357/-1/all


